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DEFINITIONS
a. Darting. An injection-type device (dart) delivered by an air-powered rifle or blow pipe/gun.
The dart often contains a tranquilizer to stop the animal from escaping and allow capture.
b. Euthanasia (lethal injection). For stray animal control, euthanasia (lethal injection) is
administered by a Veterinary Corps officer. The word comes from the Greek, meaning "good
death."
c. Neutering. Neutering is the removal of the sex organs (testicles) from a male animal.
d. Spaying. Spaying is the removal of the sex organs (ovaries) from a female animal.
e. Stray Animals. For the purposes of this guide, a stray animal is an Uncontrolled Dog or Cat
(UDC). The animal is homeless, ownerless, or is a privately owned dog or cat allowed
unrestricted roaming.
f. Tranquilizing drugs. Narcotics whose use is regulated by the Drug Enforcement Agency and
that are available and issued only to licensed veterinarians.
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REFERENCES
a. Department of Defense Instruction 4150.07, DoD Pest Management, 29 May 2008
b. Army Regulation 40–905/SECNAVINST 6401.1B/AFI 48–131 Veterinary Health
Services, 26 August 2006

INTRODUCTION
a. Stray animals on military installations can affect the health and welfare of personnel,
their pets, and wildlife populations. Control of stray animals is a very sensitive
undertaking.
b. The longer a stray remains uncontrolled, the more it poses a threat to personnel, their pets,
and wildlife.
c. Allowing a stray animal to roam freely is detrimental to the health and welfare of the
animal
d. Forward comments and recommended changes to U.S. Army Garrison Forest Glen,
Armed Forces Pest Management Board, ATTN: Editor Information Services, 2460
Linden Lane, Building 172, Silver Spring, MD 20910, or send by fax to (301) 295-7473.

PURPOSE
a. This technical guide will:
(1)

Provide Installation or Garrison Commanders with an example of a Stray Animal
Control Policy (Appendix A).

(2)

Identify the responsibilities and resources required to implement this policy.

(3)

Provide guidelines for the capture, management and disposition of stray animals on
military installations.

(4)

Protect working animals, pets and wildlife from injury and death caused by stray
animals.

(5)

Suggest integrated management options and identify coordination requirements to
humanely control stray animals on military installations.

b. This technical guide is written for all military installations in the United States, regardless
of size or owning command. Installations outside the United States will comply with
host country regulations or final governing standards where they exist.
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RATIONALE FOR CONTROLLING STRAY ANIMALS ON MILITARY
INSTALLATIONS
1. Humane Treatment and Concerns
a. Rescue, adoption or return of stray animals allows them to be cared for and loved as pets.
b. Caring for stray animals, by providing them food and water, is ultimately not in the
animals’ best interest. Such care encourages breeding and further population growth.
Installations with feral cat populations are a prime example of this problem.
c. Abandoning any pet is inhumane.
i. Stray animals may survive for many years before succumbing to starvation, disease,
injury or death, but their quality of life is questionable.
ii. Stray animals are exposed to disease, starvation, environmental hazards, and injury
from attack by other animals or vehicles.
d. Euthanizing a stray animal can, on occasion, be considered a humane action. It is always
the last resort and should be practiced only when rescue and adoption are not possible.
2. Disease Transmission
a. Stray animals can harbor and transmit a variety of diseases to humans and their pets.
Some diseases, such as rabies, can be fatal to both humans and pets.
b. Stray animals may transit diseases by biting or scratching a person or another animal. A
bite or a scratch from a stray animal can result in a medical emergency and may require
transporting the victim for examination and treatment by a physician (e.g., cat scratch
fever).
c. A pet’s health is threatened by a bite or scratch from a stray animal. Injured pet animals
should be taken to a veterinarian for examination and treatment.
3. Physical Injury and Death
a. Small children and elderly people are at the greatest risk from stray animal attacks, bites
and scratches.
b. Anyone can be physically injured by being scratched or bitten by a stray animal.
4. Other Concerns and Threats
a. Stray animals often live in close association with humans for food (either by scavenging
or because people feed them) and shelter (under buildings and other structures).
b. Stray animals can damage structures, contaminate food supplies, and kill birds and other
4

wildlife.
c. Stray animals harbor ectoparasites, such as ticks, fleas and mites. These parasites can
leave the animal and infest their bedding/nesting materials. Personnel cleaning these
areas are exposed to disease and bites from these parasites (ectoparasites).
d. Stray animals may transmit disease by defecating in play and recreation areas.

PARTNERING WITH FEDERAL AND LOCAL ANIMAL CONTROL
AGENCIES, SHELTERS AND RESCUE AGENCIES
a. The Integrated Pest Management Coordinator (IPMC), Veterinary Services and Public
Affairs personnel should, in coordination, identify local animal control agencies, animal
shelters and rescue agencies. Such agencies can assist the installation in humane
disposition of stray animals captured on the installation.
b. Command Information Messages on pet ownership should stress the following five
points. When possible, include local animal control or human society contacts.
(1) Being a responsible pet owner. This includes the spaying/neutering of the pet
animal, which prevents reproduction in stray populations and can prolong the pet’s life.
(2)

Keeping pets indoors.

(3)

Appropriately restraining and controlling pets when outdoors.

(4)

Emphasizing adoption as an alternative to euthanizing.

(5)

Humanely euthanizing terminally sick and injured stray animals to relieve their pain
and suffering.

c. The United States Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, Wildlife Services is a federal agency that can perform wild animal control (See
Reference a, E4.7.13).

STRAY ANIMAL CAPTURE METHODS
1. Non-Lethal Capture Methods
a. Live Trapping. Live trapping is time consuming, and the cost of traps may be substantial.
(1)

Regardless of cost, this method of control is the preferred non-lethal method.
Selecting a trap large enough to accommodate the animal to be trapped is very
important. It is better to have a trap that is too large than too small.

(2)

Regardless of placement, vandalizing of traps may occur. They may be damaged,
sprung or stolen, and captured animals may be injured or released.
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(3)

Trap shyness may be an issue. The larger the uncontrolled cat or dog population,
the more likely it is that some of the untrapped animals may become trap shy.
Varying placement location and the time the trap is left in place may increase
success. Frequently changing trap locations, leaving the trap out for short periods
(3-4 days), or leaving the trap open (Pre-Baiting, 6(d) below) may result in capture
of trap-shy animals.

(4)

Many different models of humane live box-type traps are commercially available.
They vary in price, construction, and style.
(a)

Some traps have only one entrance door, others have two. Both types operate
in basically the same way.

(b)

Some two-door traps are designed so that only one door is open for trapping.
A vertical sliding door on the non-entrance end remains closed and latched
and is used for removal of the trapped animal.

(c)

Some two-door traps allow both doors to be open to let the animal see through
the trap. This type of trap is often used for animals that are very shy and
reluctant to enter any partially closed object.

(5)

Position traps in areas where stray animals and wild animals are frequently
observed. If the trapping location is next to a building or structure, place the trap
opening parallel with the wall of the building.

(6)

Baiting the trap, to include selection and placement, is the most important factor.

(7)

(a)

Place the bait in the trap so the animal completely enters the trap. This will
prevent the animal from taking the bait without springing the trap.

(b)

Monitor bait and traps daily. The environment (wind, dust, rain), insects and
age adversely affect the bait and thus reduce its attractiveness.

(c)

Use a variety of baits, since all stray animals may not be equally attracted to
the same food. Be aware that baits may attract wild animals into traps. Do
not become alarmed or surprised when wild animals, such as skunks, raccoons
and opossums, enter the trap and are captured. Be prepared: carry gloves and
protective gear for this eventuality.

(d)

Pre-baiting is an effective method to accustom target animals to entering the
trap for food. When pre-baiting, disengage the trap door release mechanism.
Place the bait in an open trap that doesn’t close. Pre-baiting can indicate the
attractiveness of different "foods" to determine target animal bait preferences.

Routinely monitor traps, usually daily, to ensure that trapped animals are confined
for the shortest possible time. During inclement weather (rain, snow, high or low
temperatures), traps may require more frequent monitoring.
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(a)

(8)

Frequent monitoring will:
1.

Lessen the risk of injury to trapped animals.

2.

Reduce stress on trapped animals.

3.

Decrease the likelihood that other animals will observe a trapped animal,
possibly increasing trap shyness in un-trapped animals.

4.

Prevent a trapped animal from being exposed and unprotected for long
periods under adverse environmental conditions (snow, rain, freezing, or
very hot temperatures).

(b)

If a trap is not going to be monitored at least daily, the trap mechanism should
be left open and the bait removed. The bait can be left to act as a pre-bait to
entice target animals into the trap, but it may also entice non-targets. Use this
technique over the weekends when no one is monitoring the trap.

(c)

When an animal has been captured, covering the trap with a cloth may calm
the animal. This may make the animal’s removal easier.

When animal control personnel suspect human interference with traps, notify the
responsible authority to prevent such interference.

b. Leghold and Conibear Traps and Snares. The American Veterinary Medical Association
opposes the use of conventional, unmodified steel-jawed leghold traps. Legitimate
management practices that necessitate the capture of animals should employ the most
humane traps and techniques. Such traps and techniques should reduce injury and stress,
minimize pain and suffering, and prevent capture of non-target animals.
c. Hand Capture Methods. Use nets, catch poles and net guns for capturing trap-shy stray
animals. A blind alley can reduce an animal’s movement and ease its capture. Exercise
caution, since the animal may struggle violently during netting or snaring.
d. Tranquilizer Methods.
(1)

Drugged Baits. Only use veterinarian-approved baits.

(2)

Darting. There are several types of dart guns that are commercially available. The
dart contains tranquilizing drugs that immobilize an injected animal, facilitating its
capture.
(a)

Only conduct darting under the supervision of veterinary personnel.

(b)

The veterinarian determines the drug, dosage and delivery system
(compressed-air operated or blow gun), as well as any special handling
instructions for the darted animal.

7

(3)

1.

Conduct darting operations with all appropriate dart delivery systems on
hand and available to properly and humanely perform this operation.

2.

Drug and dose selection are critically important in the prevention of
overdosing or adverse reactions.

Other Tranquilizing Methods. Military or state veterinarians can approve other
tranquilizing methods as new humane animal capture methods and technologies
become available.

2. Lethal Capture Methods
a. Shooting.
(1)

Consider all non-lethal options before resorting to shooting. Shooting is only
justified when an emergency situation exists, such as increased likelihood of disease
(rabies) or injury (attack) to personnel and pets.
(a)

Brief the Installation or Garrison Commander prior to shooting any animal
(cat, dog or wild). Consider making this part of the Commander’s Critical
Information Requirements (CCIR).

(b) Prior to shooting, Installation or Garrison Public Affairs should prepare
announcements and talking points to communicate why emergency shooting
is required. Essentially, explain why the animal is to be shot.
(c)

(2)

(3)

First responders, such as military police, may shoot an animal when persons
are at immediate risk of animal bites and attacks. This is a law enforcement
issue rather than a pest management issue.

Where shooting is justified and appropriate, conduct shooting safely. Ideally, this
would be under the supervision of military law enforcement personnel.
(a)

The weapon must kill the animal humanely and quickly. Small caliber
weapons are best in most urban situations. Larger caliber rifles or shotguns
may be appropriate for rural situations.

(b)

The person shooting must be trained and qualified to use the weapon selected.
The installation or garrison should refer to local laws or regulations for the
proper shooting of stray animals.

Animal control personnel involved in shooting stray or wild animals must know and
practice firearm safety rules and demonstrate firearm proficiency in accordance
with DoD, Service and State Regulations.

(4) Restrict the number of potential shooters to only a few well-trained individuals.
(5)

After shooting, quickly remove the deceased animal and dispose of the carcass in
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accordance with local or state rules. If the animal is suspected of being rabid,
coordinate with Veterinary Services or local public health authorities. Submit
tissue samples for testing as quickly as possible.
b. Poisoning. There are no poisons or fumigants registered by the United States
Environmental Protection Agency for use in controlling cats or dogs. Therefore, the use
of any substances to poison stray animals is illegal and prohibited.

MANAGEMENT
The topics below are presented as means to control stray animals and identify some of the
potential pitfalls. They are intended to be instructive and not prescriptive in developing the
installation Stray Animal Control Policy.
1. Management Issues
a. Installations may have difficulty keeping stray animals from gaining access to the
installation. Typically, animals seek food, water and shelter. They are not concerned
with gates, security checkpoints, or building safeguards. With few exceptions, stray
animals are a concern at military installations.
b. Reduction of stray populations is a realistic and achievable goal. Total elimination of all
stray animals occurring on an installation is unlikely. Management of uncontrolled cat
and dog populations should target reducing the impacts of these animals on personnel,
installation facilities, and wildlife.
(1)

In order to achieve this goal, control must be constant.

(2)

The faster stray animals are removed from an installation, the less likely it is that
they will attract other animals to the installation.

(3)

Quick action will help reduce stray populations by removing sexually mature
animals before they can breed.

2. In-House Management Procedures
a. To control stray animals, installations may do the following. These options are presented
as guidance rather than prescriptive statements.
(1)

Designate installation activities responsible for conducting animal control
operations. Although the installation’s veterinary service staff provides direct
animal medical care and professional advice, they lack the resources or personnel to
operate a stray animal shelter.

(2)

Properly train and equip personnel to handle all animals encountered on the
installation. The number of personnel required will depend on the size of the
installation (acreage and number of facilities) and scope of the problem.
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(3)

Develop written agreements with local animal control agencies, shelters and rescue
agencies for the off-installation disposition of captured animals, as appropriate.

(4)

Use contractual agreements with other federal, state or local non-governmental
animal control agencies to augment installation resources.

b. Stray animal control requests may occur on a 24 hour basis year-round. Control
personnel’s duty hours should be flexible, since peak animal activity hours may be
outside the normal workday. After duty hours, conduct animal control tasks, such as
picking up stray animals, as described in this technical guide and as needed based on
health and safety requirements.
c. Stray animal control is often mistakenly excluded from vertebrate control programs.
Vertebrate animals are commonly thought of as wild animals, such as fox, raccoons,
skunks, and coyotes. However, stray animals are also “vertebrate animals” and should be
included.
d. Take captured stray animals to installation Veterinary Services facilities (when these
facilities are available) or to a local off-installation animal control agency, shelter or
rescue facility to determine:
(1)

If the captured animal has ever been micro-chipped or tagged to identify the
animal’s owner.

(2)

If the animal’s health poses a threat to other animals at the Veterinary Services
facilities or to rescued animals at local animal control agencies, shelter or rescue
facilities.

(3)

If the animal is in poor health, and not eligible for adoption, then consider
euthanasia (lethal injection).
(a)

If Veterinary Services are available on the installation and can perform
euthanasia (lethal injection), they will complete the procedure and dispose of
the animal carcass in accordance with established guidelines.

(b)

If Veterinary Services are not available, transfer the animal to an appropriate
off-installation facility capable of euthanasia (lethal injection).

3. Contracted Management Procedures
a. Contract stray animal control to augment in-house pest control operations when required.
b. When contracting stray animal control, monitoring is essential to ensure that the
contractor provides responsive and adequate services. The Performance Work Statement
must include the humane capture, handling, removal and disposition of captured stray
animals. Ensure that stray animal control contracts are reviewed by the supporting
military Veterinarian prior to solicitation.
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c. The contractor should provide records of animal control (a pest control function)
operations to the IPMC. The IPMC is responsible for recording all pest control
operations performed on the installation. Identify and include all pest control operations
(including stray animal control) in the Integrated Pest Management Plan.
d. In Privatized Housing, pest control (including stray animals) is the responsibility of the
Privatized Housing Owner in accordance with the governing lease agreements.
4. Preventing Contributing Factors
a. Prohibit installation personnel from providing food, water and shelter to stray animals
and/or tampering with or releasing captured stray animals from traps.
b. Provide dumpsters and garbage containers with tight-fitting lids to prevent stray and wild
animals from foraging for food scraps.
(1)

Repair or replace containers with damaged doors or lids.

(2)

If contractors conduct the installation’s solid waste collection and disposal program,
have quality assurance inspectors ensure that all waste receptacles have properly
fitting and operating closures.

c. Brush and junk piles, construction and repair materials storage yards, and accesses to
building crawl spaces may harbor stray and wild animals. This may increase stray animal
contact with installation personnel.
(1)

Routinely monitor materials storage yards to ensure that these areas do not become
populated by stray animals. Contractor lay-down or equipment concentration sites
in or near construction sites can provide suitable harborage for stray or wild
animals.

(2)

Have facility managers/building custodians routinely inspect building doors,
windows and sub-floor openings and submit work orders for corrective action to
repair or replace damaged access points.
(a)

Have facility managers/building custodians ensure that repairs or
replacements are completed in a timely manner and function properly to
exclude animals.
1.

When stray cats or dogs or wild animals have been entering and using a
crawl space area, have facility managers/building custodians place a
work order to trap the animal(s).

2.

Do not close and seal the crawl space access until installation pest
control personnel ensure that all stray or wild animals are removed.

3.

Following removal of the animals, ensure that the crawl space is treated
for ectoparasites that may remain in bedding/nests.
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5. Records and Document Management
a. Document all stray cat and dog control efforts, including the date and location, number,
and type of animal caught.
b. Document property damage or injury to personnel and pets caused by stray animals.
c. Document road-killed carcass collection and disposition as appropriate and directed by
local or state regulations.
6. Public Awareness and Education
a. The public generally views the capture and disposition of stray and wild animals as
inhumane. Many people believe “disposition” means “killing the animal’ – euthanasia
(lethal injection). Increase the public’s knowledge of and support for stray animal control
on the installation by establishing a public awareness and education program.
b. Use installation media (e.g., newspapers, TV access channel) to notify installation
personnel before initiating any major trapping or shooting operation to control stray
animals.
(1)

Anticipate questions or concerns that may be expressed by various community and
national organizations advocating humane animal treatment. Thinking through
these issues and being prepared with information will go a long way toward gaining
trust and support.

(2) Provide information about the hazards caused by stray animals and stress the link to
personnel health, safety and welfare and protection of wildlife from these animals.
(3)

Be open and informative when presenting information to the public about stray
animal control. Clearly explain the need to control these animals, the goals and
objectives of the program, and how the program will capture and manage stray
animals.

(4)

If part of the policy, emphasize that captured stray animals will not be released back
onto the installation.

(5)

Emphasize the installation policy of not providing food, water or shelter for stray
animals. Tampering with traps or releasing trapped animals can make control
harder and increases the risk to human and animal health.

DISPOSITION OF STRAY ANIMALS
1. On-Site Disposition Procedures
a. When suitable kennel facilities, staffing and funding exist on the installation, maintain
captured stray animals for at least three (3) business days (excluding holidays and
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weekends (in accordance with Reference b, page 3), after which the uncontrolled cats or
dogs are transferred to local off-installation animal control agencies, shelter and rescue
agencies, adopted or otherwise disposed.
(1)

The 3-day holding period should provide sufficient time to coordinate with local
animal control agencies, shelter and rescue agencies and/or to locate the owners of
the uncontrolled or lost animals (tags and/or microchips). At the discretion of the
Installation or Garrison Commander, this holding period can be extended.

(2)

When healthy stray animals are to be put up for adoption by installation personnel,
Veterinary Services may provide neutering or spaying, vaccinations and microchipping for future identification should the uncontrolled cat or dog again escape
their owner’s control. Veterinary Services may be able to provide this service
subject to the availability of resources and funds. Fees to offset these expenses
should be determined by the Installation or Garrison Commander based on
Veterinarian recommendations.

b. The Installation or Garrison Public Affairs Office can publish articles in the installation
newspaper, place announcements on installation television channels, and place
notifications in public high-use facilities like the commissary and exchange that there are
healthy stray animals available for adoption, as well as the adoption procedures to be
followed.
c. Animals that are not adopted after a reasonable period will be transferred to local animal
control agencies, shelters or rescue agencies for disposition. When these organizations
refuse to accept the stray animals, the Installation or Garrison Commander will determine
animal disposition based on the installation’s/garrison’s capacity and resources to
maintain strays for an extended period and upon recommendation from the
installation/garrison or supporting Veterinarian regarding health issues. Stray animals
must not be released into the environment from which they were captured. Animals
should be euthanized when other non-lethal alternatives are unavailable.
2. Off-Site Disposition Procedures
a. When suitable kennel facilities, staffing or funding do not exist on the installation,
transfer captured stray animals to local animal control agencies, shelters and rescue
agencies for disposition.
b. The local community can provide the resources under a cooperative agreement or
contracting vehicle. Types of contracts include an annual charge or a per animal charge.

ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS
a. There are public and animal welfare groups concerned about the humane treatment of
stray animals. Ensure that they are informed about the development of any stray animal
policy. Within your community, these groups realize and understand that control of stray
animals is required and advocate responsible pet ownership.
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(1)

Installation and Garrison Commanders should strive to obtain support from these
groups for the installation stray animal control program.
(a)

Consider inviting these groups to the installation and provide an information
briefing in a positive atmosphere (comfortable facility with refreshments).
Although these groups may have a very different agenda from the
commander, it is important to include them in order to correct any
misconceptions about DoD programs. If there is a control facility on
post/base, provide a tour, allowing these groups to observe the installation
animal control operation and to suggest improvements.

(b)

Consider all suggestions. Implement or incorporate suggestions that could
improve the program. When a suggestion is implemented, provide feedback,
good or bad, to the individual or group making the suggestion. Make the
results part of the public record. This will demonstrate the measures being
attempted and the success or failure of those measures.

(c)

Cooperate with local animal control agencies, shelters and rescue agencies
that handle, manage and dispose of stray animals.

b.

Commanders:

(1)

Ensure that any animal control program includes humane treatment of captured
animals.

(2)

Consider euthanasia (lethal injection) to be humane treatment when conditions
justify this action.

(3)

Ensure that a Stray Animal Control Program, once implemented, is given sufficient
resources (facilities, manpower and funds, as appropriate) to enable the program to
succeed.

(4)

Ensure that methods used to control stray animals on the installation are effective
and efficient and, like any other pest control operation, incorporate the philosophy
of Integrated Pest Management.

(5)

Integrated Pest Management considers all aspects of control, including trapping,
darting, shooting, habitat and food source reduction, and public awareness and
education to produce an effective and humane program for minimizing uncontrolled
cat and dog populations on the installation

SUMMARY
a. Responsible pet owners vaccinate, identify via tags and chips, and properly control their pets.
Responsible pet ownership is the key to a successful stray animal control policy.
14

b. Responsible pet owners also spay and neuter their animals to help control pet populations.
c. Although well intentioned, individuals who feed stray animals only encourage their
reproduction and help maintain the population.
d. The least desirable action is destruction of a dog or cat due to the owner’s lack of care. The
pet suffers because of irresponsible human behavior.
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APPENDIX A - SAMPLE STRAY ANIMAL CONTROL POLICY
1. The policy below is for illustration and instruction. It provides a sample policy and outline of
the responsibilities on an installation or garrison.
2. Use this sample policy for your installation’s/garrison’s stray animal policy. The
coordinating instructions and resourcing sections are left out as each installation and garrison is
unique. Add additional material to make the policy applicable to your installation or garrison.

STRAY ANIMAL CONTROL POLICY
SUMMARY. This policy provides the governing policy for the possession and control of
animals onto XXXXX.
Ref:

(a) DoDI 4150.07, DoD Pest Management, 29 May 2008
(b) AR 40-905/SECNAVINST 6401.1B/AFI 48-131, Veterinary Health Services, 29
August 2006
(c) Title 18, USC 31 - Definitions
(d) Title 40, USC 3103 - Admission of Guide Dogs or Other Service Animals
Accompanying Individuals with Disabilities

1. Purpose. The purpose of this document is to establish the local policy and procedures
governing the possession and control of animals maintained on this installation or brought
onto XXXXX. This includes those measures necessary to protect the health, safety, and
harmonious coexistence of personnel, their family members, and their animals on this
installation.
2. Applicability. This policy is applicable to all persons entering the XXXXX military
installation.
3. Responsibilities
a. Installation or Garrison Commander will:
(1) Ensure that stray animals are controlled on the installation to protect the health,
morale and welfare of installation personnel and their pets; protect wildlife; prevent
damage to government property; and effect mission accomplishment.
(2) Ensure that adequate resources (manpower, facilities, equipment and funds) are
available to implement an Uncontrolled Cat and Dog Control Program and operate
on-site associated facilities, as appropriate.
(3) Establish an installation policy that prohibits installation personnel from providing
food, water or shelter to stray animals or wild animals and provides sanctions for
non-compliance.
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(4) Establish an installation policy that prohibits personnel from tampering with or
releasing captured uncontrolled cats or dogs and wild animals from traps and
provides sanctions for non-compliance.
(5) Establish an installation policy outlining the responsibilities of residents for the
proper care and maintenance of their pets, with sanctions for non-compliance.
(a) Breeding of stray animals in military family housing is prohibited.
(b) The Commander will determine, in consultation with servicing legal counsel and
Veterinarian recommendations, the number of cats or dogs or combination
permitted in a set of quarters.
(6) Establish procedures for proper disposal of uncontrolled cat or dog and wild animal
carcasses found on the installation, personal pets, or animals that are euthanized by a
Veterinarian or expire while under care at Veterinary Services facilities, in
accordance with State and local regulations.
b. IPMC will:
(1) Establish an installation Integrated Pest Management Plan that includes an
Uncontrolled Cat and Dog Control Program. Each Integrated Pest Management Plan
will:
(a) Define procedures for the humane capture, management and disposition of stray
animals.
(b) Identify and delineate responsibilities of installation activities such as, but not
limited to, Veterinary Services, military law enforcement, Public Affairs, and
Facilities Engineers/Public Works Pest Control, that are required for the
implementation of this program.
(2) Coordinate, as appropriate, with local animal control agencies, shelters or rescue
agencies to augment and assist the installation in humanely managing stray animals
captured on the installation.
(3) Establish, as appropriate, agreement(s) between the installation and local animal
control agencies, shelters and rescue agencies to pick up or receive the transfer of
stray animals captured on the installation.
c. Occupational Medicine Services will:
(1) Establish an occupational medicine health program for all installation personnel who
are occupationally exposed to uncontrolled and possibly unvaccinated cats or dogs.
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(2) The Installation Medical Authority will determine program requirements, including,
but not be limited to, pre-employment, pre-exposure and post-exposure requirements
and periodic monitoring of immunized personnel at a frequency to ensure that
protection levels are maintained.
(a) When an immunized person is exposed to or has contact with a known or
suspected rabies-infected animal, the Installation Medical Authority or the
individual’s physician will determine what treatment will be provided to the
exposed individual.
(b) When a non-immunized person is exposed to or has contact with a known or
suspected rabies-infected animal, a post-exposure treatment should be initiated as
soon as possible after exposure unless otherwise directed by the Installation
Medical Authority or the exposed individual’s physician. Rabies can be a fatal
disease if treatment is delayed.
d. Veterinary Services will:
(1) Provide guidance to military and Department of Defense civilian personnel who
bring their pets onto the installation. The guidance should emphasize, but not be
limited to, pet owner responsibilities and proper care and management of their pets
while on the installation.
(2) Examine captured uncontrolled cats or dogs to determine if the animal was ever
micro-chipped and/or can be positively identified. If micro-chipped, extract the data
to determine ownership and vaccination status.
(3) Examine and evaluate captured any stray animal to determine its health and if the
animal:
(a) Can be rescued and adopted, or
(b) Due to injury or disease, the animal’s survival is questionable and the
Veterinarian recommends euthanasia (lethal injection) as a humane alternative.
(4) Provide humane treatment on site of captured uncontrolled cats or dogs, subject to
availability of resources (facilities, manpower and funding).
(5) Establish procedures for euthanasia (lethal injection) of stray animals or wild animals
in accordance with American Veterinary Medical Association recommendations.
(6) Establish procedures and provide training for installation Pest Control and/or Animal
Control personnel using tranquilizing darts and dart weapons.
e. Military Law Enforcement will:
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(1) Respond to reports of stray animals and wild animals in areas such as military family
housing, barracks, and administration/office areas to protect personnel from
uncontrolled and wild animal contact.
(2) Notify pest control or other installation animal control personnel, as appropriate. If
possible, safely restrain the animal until properly trained and equipped personnel
arrive to capture and remove it.
(3) Use appropriate force, including lethal force, as necessary, when an animal appears
to be sick or its behavior is erratic and not typical, e.g., when it is aggressive or
attacks without provocation and cannot be restrained without possible injury to
military law enforcement or installation personnel. If the animal is suspected of being
rabid, and lethal force is necessary, avoid damage to the brain to allow subsequent
testing to confirm rabies status.
(4) Provide secure storage for and issuance of weapons and munitions to pest control or
other animal control personnel who are authorized to use weapons for darting or
shooting uncontrolled cats or dogs or wild animals.
(5) Provide training and validation qualifications for pest control and other animal
control personnel who may be required to shoot animals to ensure that these
individuals are proficient in the use of weapons and can accurately hit the target.
(6) Provide oversight when shooting or darting operations are to be conducted to ensure
public safety.
f. Public Affairs Office will:
(1) Publicize in installation news media (newspapers, on-installation television) the
procedures for reporting and dealing with stray animals until properly trained and
equipped personnel arrive, as well as installation polices prohibiting the provision of
food, water and shelter to uncontrolled cats, dogs or wild animals, or their release
from traps.
(2) Develop and publish articles in installation news media on pet owner responsibilities
for the humane treatment of their pets and the sanctions for failure to comply with
installation policies.
(3) Assist the Integrated Pest Management Coordinator to partner with local animal
control agencies, shelters, and rescue agencies to ensure that the installation presents
a positive pro-life image to these agencies and the public by the humane handling
and disposition of stray animals on the installation.
(4) Publish notifications in installation news media when stray cats or dogs are at the onsite animal facility for adoption.
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g. Military Family Housing will:
(1) Provide all personnel owning pets (cats or dogs), at the time they are assigned family
housing, with the Commander’s policy pertaining to the proper care and maintenance
of their cat or dog and stray animal control.
(2) Provide all personnel with the Commander’s stray animal policy. Family housing
occupants must notify the Housing Office if they later obtain a cat or dog. Upon
receipt of that notification, the Housing Office will provide the housing occupants
with the Commander’s policy for proper care and maintenance of their pet.
(3) Emphasize to pet owners that failure to comply with the Commander’s policies may
result in a loss of their housing assignment, requiring them to move out of family
housing and obtain housing off the installation. Although a loss of government
quarters may present a hardship to the individual and their family, this hardship does
not justify noncompliance with established installation policies.
(4) Pet owners are not allowed to breed their cats or dogs without written permission
from the Commander.
h. Pest Control and Other Animal Control Personnel will:
(1) Implement the Uncontrolled Cat and Dog Control Program, unless otherwise
directed.
(a) Installation pest control is usually assigned to installation Facilities
Engineering/Public Works, unless otherwise specified by local policy. Pest
control is responsible for capturing uncontrolled cats or dogs on the installation.
i. When installation pest control is insufficiently staffed and resourced, this
function can be contracted to a local or federal agency.
ii. When the installation pest control function has been contracted, this operation
will be performed by the contracted agency, unless otherwise specified.
(2) Receive specialized training from Veterinary Services personnel in the humane
treatment and handling of captured stray animals.
(a) When darting is used to capture an uncontrolled cat or dog, the Veterinarian will
determine the proper tranquilizing medication and dosage and dart size.
(b) Military law enforcement personnel will retain control of and will issue the
darting weapon and provide on-site supervision of the darting operation to ensure
public safety. Local SOP on this process will ensure that a timely response occurs.
(3) Receive medical immunizations and monitoring, as appropriate, to protect from
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exposure to potential rabies-infected animals.
(4) When lethal shooting is required, the firearm and ammunition to be used will be
issued by and under the direct supervision and control of military law enforcement
personnel, who will provide on-site supervision and public safety during the shooting
operation.
i. Personnel Who Own Animals and Reside on Military Installations will:
(1) Identify their pet:
(a) Ensuring that their pet is micro-chipped or have their pet micro-chipped within 30
days of occupying a residence on the installation.
(b) Ensuring that their pet wears a collar with identification and rabies vaccination
tags when the animal is outside.
(c) Micro-chipping and collars with tags will assist personnel who recover animals
that escape to return pets to owners as soon as possible. Collars with tags provide
a clearly visible signal to animal control personnel that an animal is someone’s
pet and not an uncontrolled animal.
(2) Properly Care and Maintain Pets:
(a) Ensure that pet vaccinations are current and attach rabies vaccination tags to the
animal’s collar.
(b) Feed pets indoors, whenever possible or practical. If feeding outdoors, remove
excess uneaten food to prevent attraction of stray animals and wild animals that
can pose a health and/or safety threat to pets.
(c) Water is essential to prevent pets left outdoors from becoming dehydrated.
Monitor water bowls and refill as needed. Unattended bowls containing water can
become a breeding site for mosquitoes. Provide pets shelter when they are left
outdoors.
(d) It is recommended that pets kept outdoors be neutered or spayed. Unspayed
females, if left outdoors and accessible, will attract males when in cycle. Cats can
escape a fenced yard and breed more easily than dogs. Do not let cats roam
outdoors.
i. Owners who have American Kennel Club pedigreed pets, AND HAVE
APPROVAL FROM THE GARRISON COMMANDER, may not need to
spay or neuter their animals.
ii. Breeding animals for a business (commercial animal) on the installation is not
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permitted, even in government housing.
(3) Implement Responsible Pet Ownership:
(a) If a pet escapes or becomes lost on the installation, the owner should contact the
installation animal control activity for assistance and the local Veterinary Services
to determine if the animal has been turned in. If the animal has been located but is
still loose, the pet owner will be requested to assist in re-capturing their pet.
(b) If a pet repeatedly escapes and installation animal control is involved in its recapture, the installation Military Housing Office will be notified by installation
pest control or animal control to take appropriate action to ensure that this
problem (lack of pet owner control) does not continue.
(c) The usual fence height for residential units is four (4) feet for chain-link and five
(5) to six (6) feet for wooden fences. However, regardless of the fence height or
materials used, it is the owner’s responsibility to ensure that their animal remains
in its designated area and does not create a nuisance or health concern for other
residents.
i. Owners of cats will not leave their animals unsupervised outdoors. Fences will
not prevent cats from leaving the yard. Do not leave cats outdoors.
ii. With few exceptions, these fence heights will keep dogs confined. However, if
the owner has a dog that can escape, an appropriate restraint, such as a chain
and collar, must also be used.
j. Supervisors, Facility Managers and Building Custodians will:
(1) Notify installation animal control personnel and request capture and removal of
uncontrolled cats or dogs or wild animals that have been observed in or around their
facilities.
(2) Ensure that facility personnel do not provide food and/or water to uncontrolled cats,
dogs or wild animals, or tamper with traps placed to capture these animals.
(a) Feeding uncontrolled cats, dogs or wild animals, or releasing trapped animals or
tripping traps to prevent their capture, is prohibited.
(b) Feeding may appear to be humane treatment but aggravates the installation’s stray
animal problem.
i. Inform individuals observed providing food and/or water to stray animals, or
releasing trapped animals, of installation policy and request them to stop (First
Incident).
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ii. If the individual persists, notify his/her supervisor and request that appropriate
action be taken to stop this behavior (Second Incident).
iii. If the individual continues to disregard the Commander’s policy, elevate the
issue up the individual’s chain of command for appropriate disciplinary action
(Third Incident).
4. Privately Owned Animals
a. Animals on Post. All domestic animals brought onto or maintained within the confines of
XXXXX are included within the meaning of this regulation.
b. Withdrawal of privileges. Violations of the requirements of this regulation may result in:
(1) Withdrawal of animal keeping privileges.
(2) Removal of the offending animal.
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